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RECYCLING HIGHLIGHTS AROUND THE STATE 


WATERBURY ADDRESSES URBAN RECYCLING 


Like other urban centers throughout the state, Waterbury, a city of over 100,000 
people from various socio-economic backgrounds, is faced with the challenge of 
meeting the CT DEP’s Mandatory Recycling Regulations. Under the direction of the 
Waterbury Regional Resource Recovery Authority, the city began by implementing 
a curbside newspaper recycling program in September, 1988, for all residents 
receiving municipal trash collection. Soon after, the program was expanded to - . 
include corrugated cardboard. Today, an average of 30 tons of newspaper and 
corrugated cardboard are collected weekly. 


Sectors of the city not served by municipal trash collection have received recycling,- 
assistance from private haulers. For example, American Refuse, Inc., serving some 

40 multi-family residential complexes, provides separate dumpsters for paper. 

Other private collection companies will be required to follow suit as will the City, 
which will be providing separate dumpsters for paper and comingled bottles and 
cans at the Housing Authority Complexes served BY the City Refuse Department. ~ 


Municipal offices are also contributing to the program by recycling mixed office 
paper and corrugated cardboard. Since January of this year, some 15 tons of mixed 
office and computer paper have been collected. 


A strong public information program has been developed and includes direct 
mailers, public service announcements and newspaper advertisements. Followinc 
the publication of reminder advertisements and route collection information in the 
local press, newspaper and corrugated tonnages have jumped as high as 45 tons for 
certain weeks. 


A pilot program for collecting comingled bottles and cans will begin with 200-500 
homes and eventually expand city-wide. Batteries and waste oil are being recycled 
through the private sector. During the City’s spring clean-up program, batteries 
were segregated and recycled. Drop-off locations for batteries are now being 
established at the landfill. Recycling contact: Randi Sachs, 574-6990. 


STRATFORD VOLUNTEERS MAKE RECYCLING WORK 


The Stratford Recycling Task Force is actively planning to put curbside pickup in 
operation. As an interim method of recycling, a group of volunteers has had good 
success in getting a drop-off program into action. 


“How do we help SOLVE the garbage problem?” a handful of residents asked in |. 
1988. START (Stratford Townspeople Agree to Recycle Trash) was formed. Using an. 
empty lot, bi-monthly recycling drives were held, with the signs made from plywood 
and 2x4s from neighborhood garages, painted by interested residents. Collection 
bins, manned by residents, were provided by Startford Baling Company. ) 


That August, 1988, 60 tons of “trash” were collected, saving taxpayers $5,000 in | 
tipping fées that month. Today, Stratford's drive collects 100 tons of recyclables per . 
month, at a savings of $8,000 per month in tipping fees. Not included are savings in 
Sanitation Department truck gas, maintenance, etc. 


At this time, local civic and church groups provide the manpower, with the town. -* 
supporting the recycling effort by paying the groups $10.00 for each ton they | 
collect. Since the current tipping fee is $96 per ton, the taxpayers realize a savings 
of $86 per ton for the recyclables that don’t go to the dump. | 


The town is saving about $8,000 per month in tipping fees, making taxpayers happy 
with their tax savings. Civic groups earn money for their respective causes,and 
citizens know that resources are being saved. Everyone has learned recycling 
“hands on” and community spirit is at a high!! - 


The program continues to grow, and Stratford has now added post-consumer 
plastic to it’s list of recyclables which already includes: “household paper” (junk 
mail, magazines, cereal, diaper, Kleenex boxes, etc.), newspaper, corrugated 
cardboard, glass, and motor oil. A New Haven based company, Ingenuity, Inc., (P.O. 
Box 7080, New Haven, CT 06519 - (203) 785-0458) is the vendor. Since plastic doesn’t 
disintegrate, that was the most important addition! 


According to Maureen Berg, START Administrator-Founder, “Our project has taught 
us that if we all pull together, we DO make a difference, and we CAN change 
things!!" Recycling contact: Maureen Bery, 375-8919. 


RECYCLING BEYOND THE CURB IN STONINGTON 


Q: When does a houseboat look like a gatehouse? 
A: When itis “recycled” in Stonington. 


Toby Goodrich, Stonington’s recycling coordinator, recently turned a houseboat 
donated by Whittle’s Old Mystic Marina into a gatehouse at the town landfill. 
According to Goodrich, “She is a smart little craft, paneled and carpeted (including 
electric baseboard heat), and featuring a sliding glass door on her starboard side. 
She is a registered vessel with the State of Connecticut, but will serve her town 


henceforth in her landlocked capacity.” 


WATER AUTHORITY SAYS “RECYCLE IT!” 


An office paper recycling program was kicked off at the South Central Regional 
Water Authority last month to support statewide recycling efforts. Employees have 
been asked to recycle white paper via desk-top containers, which are then emptied 
into larger bins. The SC Water Authority has also requested that all vendors 

he ae goods to their New Haven offices, package them in recyclable materials 
rather than polystyrene foam. 


COMPOSTING WORKSHOPS 


Close to 200 people representing 87 Connecticut 
towns and cities attended DEP’s Municipal Leaf 
Composting Workshops which were held 
throughout the state last February and March. 
DEP would like to thank those of you who 
participated and remind everyone that the 
ano Recycling Regulations are now final and leaves 





e one of the items on the mandatory recycling Send ip sass ect br 


list. Municipalities only have until January 1, 1991 MULCH 
to recycle teaves, and we want to encourage you Better Place 
to identify a stitable site and apply for a permit 


as soon as possible. Avoid tipping fees! Please 
don't leave composting to the last minute. For more information and technical 
assistance, contact Kathy (K.C.) Alexander of the Recycling Program at 566-8722. 
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